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In a concert headlined “All in the Family,” Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra conductor Toshiyuki Shimada teamed up Saturday with wife Eva Virsik in Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 2... performing before about 700 paying customers...The Tchaikovsky symphony proved a contrast to the Chopin piano concerto and its romantic waterfall of notes, played by pianist Virsik with delicate grace. Wearing a striking, full-length red dress with matching heels, Virsik alternated smooth, harp-like runs with edgier, awkward rhythms that she played effortlessly. 

Her bravura, understated performance brought the crowd to its feet, and Virsik hugged her husband, put her hand to her heart and received an early Valentine's Day bouquet of flowers as the standing ovation continued for several minutes. She even offered a brief encore just before intermission.
